
PHD POSITION AT THE LIVER CELL BIOLOGY LABORATORY   
(MARIE CURIE, DELIVER) 
- VRIJE UNIVERSITEIT BRUSSEL (BRUSSEL, BELGIUM) 

 
We are looking for a highly motivated student with a major in Bio-engineering or (Bio-) Medical sciences 
who has a strong interest in multi disciplenary research. Your research project will be embedded in the 
Marie Curie ITN (Initial Training Network) project called DELIVER (“Super-resolution optical microscopy 
of nanosized pore dynamics in endothelial cells”). The network is an international consortium involving 6 
academic beneficiaries, 4 SMEs, 1 large international Pharmaceutical Enterprise, and 4 Partners who will 
provide unique research environments and complementary skills training. 

 

The DELIVER project 

DELIVER is a European Marie Curie Actions Project (FP7, ITN)  that aims to train a new generation of 
early-stage researchers (ESRs) in the development and application of newly developed high speed and 
high resolution imaging tools in biomedical research. ESRs will be cross-pollinated with concepts and 
skills in physics and biomedicine. These skills are applied to reveal for the first time the function and 
dynamics of nanosized pores in endothelial cells (EC) that present the main barrier between the blood 
and vital organs for human physiology, such as the liver, brain, kidneys, and the eyes.  
 

Aim 

Optical and molecular characterisation of liver sinusoidal endothelial cell (LSEC) in healthy and diseased 
liver tissue. To this end, the ESR at the Liver Cell Biology laboratory at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel will 
establish 3D in vitro coculture conditions to assess morphology and diversity of LSEC by super-resolution 
optical microscopy. The ESR will also carry out an in depth characterisation of LSECs in human and 
mouse diseased tissues, and of LSECs isolated from healthy and diseased mouse livers. 

 

Your profile 
- Master degree in Biology, Biomedical sciences, Medine or equivalent 
- Ability and motivation to work independently as well as collaboratively in an interdisciplinary team 
- Exceptional communicative and intercultural skills  
- Excellent english writing and presenting skills 
- In possession of a FELASA certificate or the willingness to follow training to obtain such a certificate.  
- Willingness for significant mobility throughout Europe and stakeholder interactions.  
 
The main responsibilities of the candidate will be:  
- To manage and carry out an independent, cell biology based, research project in close collaboration 

with partners in DELIVER 
- To actively participate in research and training activities within the DELIVER network  
- To contribute to writing articles for scientific journals  
- To disseminate research results in the scientific community (via international conferences) and in the 
non-scientific community (via outreach and public engagement).  

 

Additional Marie Curie criteria that you should meet are: 



* You cannot have more than 4 years fulltime research experience (and do not yet have a PhD) 

* You cannot have lived for more than 12 months in Belgium over the last 3 years. 
 

Conditions 

You apply for a 3 year PhD scholarship of approximately € 44 000 (before taxes) per year, with additional resources 
to visit conferences and project meetings. You will mainly work in the VUB LIVR lab (http://livr.vub.ac.be/) at the 
Department of Basic Biomedical Sciences at the Faculty of Medicine and Pharmacy in Jette, Brussels, Belgium. 

.  
How to Apply 

We need a letter of motivation, a CV, a copy of your master’s thesis (or in case you have not completed this, another 
sample of your writing and research skills), a list of your grades and the contact information of two people who can 
provide references. You can send these documents in pdf format to Leo van Grunsven: lvgrunsv@vub.be mentioning 
“DELIVER PhD” in the subject. For inquiries you can send a message to this same address. The deadline for 
application is December 20th, 2017. Interviews by Skype will take place in January 2018. The starting date of this 

position is upon availability of the candidate, but preferably early 2018. 
 
The Vrije Universiteit Brussel 

The Vrije Universiteit Brussel has been a leading player in Flemish Higher Education for 40 years. The University has 
12.000 students and together with its hospital employs more than 6000 people. The following form part of the 
University’s mission: 

*   the development, the communication and the application of a high level of academic education and scientific 
research, free from all preconceived ideas; 

 *   the translation of these ideals and knowledge into society in the spirit of social engagement; 

 *   the creation of a society in which everyone is capable of engaging in critical thinking. 
 
Working environment 

As an employee of the Vrije Universiteit Brussel you work in a dynamic, diverse and multilingual environment. Both 
our campuses are set within green oases on the outskirts of the centre of the capital of Flanders, Belgium and 
Europe. This centre, with all its opportunities, is within reach by public transport in less than half an hour from the 
VUB campus. 

 

mailto:lvgrunsv@vub.be

